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COLLECTION 8 (f.8)

Governor's Office of Peasant Affairs in Bessarabia

Timeframe: 1868-1892

Catalogue books: 2 (in Russian)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xF8aM3WZ8A6wrUadG60Q8BYvtZx4ijl
-Iview
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHAyzkmxGCd2l_JmzCXK2zuQefCI1
EgXl/view

Files: 2590

Founded in 1868, the Office's main functions were: examining and
approving official statutory acts, reviewing complaints about the actions of peace
intermediaries, resolving disputes between landowners and peasants, and
overseeing the activities of district and village administrations.

It was suspended in 1892, and its functions were transferred to the
administration of the Bessarabia Governorate.

Note: Inventories compiled during the Soviet period have a pronounced
propagandistic character and should therefore be approached with caution and
cross-referenced with other sources, especially oral histories and contemporary
accounts.

The collection contains the following types of documents:

e Decrees of the Governorate/Senate and circulars from the zemstvo
section of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (1871, 1884-1892);

e Registers of the Office's meetings on peasant issues (1868-1892);

e Files on the implementation of the 1868 reform in the Bessarabia
Governorate;

e Correspondence with peace intermediaries regarding data on land
areas allocated to peasants; drafting official statutory acts for
distributed land, determining plot sizes, peasant rights to allocated
plots, and reviewing peasant complaints about landlord persecution;

e Files concerning the examination of peasant petitions for land
ownership; redemption of land plots by peasants;

e Data on peasant uprisings in Bessarabian villages related to land
distribution;

e Data and bulletins on the area and structure of land estates,
monasteries, and small properties in the governorate's districts;
information on the collection of monetary contributions in the districts;
collection of taxes and outstanding fiscal debts from Bessarabian
inhabitants;

o Files regarding the relocation of Bessarabian residents to state lands
in the Caucasus, Siberia, and the Kuban region;
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Lists of villages in the Bessarabia Governorate, official statutory acts
of villages and monasteries;

Files concerning land alienation for the construction of the Tiraspol-
Chisinau railway;

Files on district and village administrations; guardianship matters;
land dispute examinations; taxation of state peasants for maintaining
public schools;

Reports on the activities of savings banks in Bessarabia;

Service records of administrative officials and peace intermediaries.
Many of the listed documents touch on the lives of Jewish residents
in the region. Some property and business owners were Jewish, and
their interactions with local authorities, land distribution processes,
and taxation policies are reflected in the records. Documents may
contain information about Jewish-owned -estates, businesses, and
contributions to local economies, as well as their involvement in legal
disputes, petitions, and the broader<socio-economic landscape of
Bessarabia. These records shed.light. on the challenges faced by
Jewish communities, including discriminatory taxation, restrictions on
land ownership, and instances of targeted persecution. The files may
also provide insight into the resilience of these communities,
documenting charitable initiatives, communal organizations, and the
development of educational institutions.



