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COLLECTIONS 73-75 (f.73, f.74, £.75)

73: Bender Duma

74: Tiraspol Duma

75: Chisinau Duma

Timeframe: 1858-1920

Catalogue books: 1; 1; 1 (in Russian)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15nDgJUD76PO0idS8ALHcpTbRJ5Lx875
We/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1grqqOVKuMG3ET1mVvmKN4qvhTL2qj
NUaH/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YC3RIYns-
OO0Ef4yxJs3wKVO7GXN12Sqy/view?usp=sharing

Files: 35; 10; 2073

The following were established: the Duma of Chisinau on July 31, 1817; the
Duma of Bender on August 22, 1818; and the Duma. of Tiraspol in 1795. These
were decision-making bodies of urban self-governance. They consisted of a
president—the mayor of the city—and members, representatives of different
social classes, elected for a three-year term. They operated under the supervision
of the governor.

They handled economic, financial, construction, and trade-related matters.

They were suspended in 1919, with the one in Tiraspol ceasing to exist in
1917.

The collection contains:

e Minutes of meetings of Bender and Tiraspol Dumas.

e Decrees of the Senate governor and directives of the municipal
affairs office in the Bessarabia region.

e Decisions, minutes, and records of the meetings of the city Dumas of
Chisinau (1817-1919), Bender (1875-1919), and Tiraspol (1875-
1914). Files regarding elections to the Chisinau city Duma and the
guild administration of craftsmen.

e Revenue and expenditure budgets, as well as annual reports of the
Chisinau city Duma.

e Files concerning the organization of the Committee for Construction
(1827), the regional office for special zemstvo contributions in
Bessarabia (1851), and the guild administration of craftsmen in
Telenesti (1853).

e Data, correspondence, and files related to the taxation of Chisinau
residents; the distribution of contributions; the assessment of real
estate; the collection of arrears and property taxes.

e Files regarding the area, boundaries, leasing, and purchase of city
land; the opening of craft workshops (1817) and a printing house in
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Chisinau (1843); the leasing of mills, taverns, shops, and orchards;
the issuance of trade certificates; the allocation of plots for building
construction; and the handling of complaints from residents.

o Data on the population census of Chisinau (1820, 1824, 1831, 1853,
1855). Statistical data on Chisindu; information on the number of
merchants and petty bourgeoisie; the classification of individuals into
social categories such as petty bourgeoisie, merchants, and other
social ranks. Nominal lists of factory and plant owners on city lands.

e The Tsar's decree on the separation of merchants from industrialists
into guilds (1825).

e Correspondence, data, and files concerning Bulgarian colonists and
Bulgarian colonies; the establishment of the Bulgarian Society in
Chisinau (1858) and the participation of Bulgarians in city
administration.

e Files, data, and price guides for food products, industrial goods,
construction materials, medicines, labor force, and other matters.

e Correspondence, data, and files regarding the development of
Chisinau; the construction of the water supply system, bridges,
sidewalks, and city lighting; the construction of the cathedral (1831)
and the Chisinau—Tiraspol railway (1869); the opening of hotels,
restaurants, and taverns. Reports on the state of commerce in the
city.

e Correspondence and files on the activities of the regional committee
for combating smallpox (1825); the adoption of measures to combat
epidemics of plague, smallpox, cholera, etc.

e Files on the state of public education and culture; correspondence
regarding the founding of the girls' gymnasium in Chisinau (1858); the
implementation of stamped papers, promissory notes, and purchase-
sale documents in the Bessarabia region (1819); the subscription to
the newspaper "Severnaia Pochta" (1862); the unveiling of the
monument to A.S. Pushkin (1880).

e Correspondence regarding recruitment; the modification of
recruitment regulations (1862). Files concerning the outlaw
movement led by T. Tobultoc (1835).

o Data and files regarding the number of Old Believers in Chisinau.

o Personal files and service records of officials of the Chisinau city
Duma.

e The Jewish population played a significant role in the social and
economic life of Bessarabian cities, particularly in Chiginau. Many
Jews were small business owners, craftsmen, and traders,
contributing to local commerce, industry, and finance. Jewish
merchants were actively involved in trade, often operating shops,
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taverns, and markets, and many were engaged in leasing city
properties, mills, and orchards. The taxation records, business
permits, and trade regulations in the archives reflect their economic
activities. Additionally, Jews were involved in municipal affairs,
sometimes as elected representatives or petitioners in legal disputes.
The records also document instances of discrimination, legal
restrictions, and conflicts, reflecting the complex dynamics of their
integration into Bessarabian society.



