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COLLECTION 22 (f.22)

Inventory of Permanently Stored Files

Timeframe: 1813-1873

Catalogue books: 1 (in Russian)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TkVHogdU1_26utLHD1tkStIRbWFzWY2
oz/view

Files: 812

By the decree of September 8, 1802, Russia established its first eight
ministries, including the Ministry of Justice. The ministry was tasked with
overseeing legal administration and maintaining judicial records. In 1803, a
dedicated Department of the Ministry of Justice was created to handle these
responsibilities more efficiently.

The Ministry of Justice played a crucial role in appointing, transferring, and
dismissing judicial officials. However, in 1917, following the overthrow of the
monarchy and the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution, the Ministry
of Justice was abolished, along with its departments and divisions.

The records of the Bessarabian Regional Department of the Ministry of
Justice were requested from the archive of the Ministry of Justice during the work
of the Bessarabian Academic Archival Commission on the History of Moldova
(1898-1917).

A single inventory was compiled based on chronological order (with some
inconsistencies). The inventory was refined, and scientific-technical processing
was conducted. Identified cases were included in the inventory, and a thematic
categorization was carried out for 7 files: 7, 21, 199, 279, 371, 500, 542. Cards
were created for these cases, and the inventory was printed.

Inventory No. 1 includes documents from 1813-1844 and 1873-1898.

Government Senate decrees from 1823 and 1831 are also included.

e Materials: on elections to the Regional Court, on the establishment of
the coat of arms and uniform for officials of the Bessarabian region,
and.on the investigation of illegal actions of the Bessarabian regional
government.

e ‘Case on the establishment of the mayoralty in Izmail (1831).

e Cases and correspondence on the approval by the Governing Senate
of ‘acts on the ownership of distributed lands in the Bessarabian
region.

e Cases: on the introduction of new rules for the sale of rezesh land in
Bessarabia, on the search for fugitive serfs, on land and monetary
claims, and on the transfer of ownership of estates.

e Information on the number of prisoners in Bessarabian prisons
(1840); cases of prisoner escapes.

e Cases: on charges of murder, abuse, bribery, document forgery,
assault, robbery, and smuggling.
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Information on the number of pensions issued to employees of the
Ministry of Justice Department.

Many of these cases involved Jewish residents of Bessarabia, both
as victims and perpetrators. Jewish communities often faced legal
challenges related to land ownership, taxation, and economic
activities. Additionally, Jewish individuals were sometimes accused in
criminal cases, including smuggling and financial fraud, while also
being disproportionately targeted in investigations of theft and
violence. These records provide insight into the legal and social
standing of the Jewish population in the region during this period.



